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May drumbeats immediately become shared heartbeats 

 

One of our professors in seminary was fond of saying, “anyone can learn 

another language, all it takes is adequate time.”  Yes, time … the all elusive 

quantity.  I dabbled in biblical Hebrew while in seminary; and one day when I 

have adequate time I hope to return to it again (which is why I’ve saved all my 

books!  One can hope right!?). Until then, I know what resources to turn to when 

diving deeper into    our sacred scripture.    

 

PC Enniss’ commentary1 on our gospel this morning reminded me of  

our translators’ desires to “tidy up” and make Mark more readable with their 

English translations. The NSRV commonly used throughout mainline 

denominations is no different.  Read along with me – as I insert the direct Greek 

translations – the “non-tidy” form. 

 

Mark 1:20-28 (Immediately) Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and 

when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. They were 

astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and 

not as the scribes. Just then (Immediately) there was in their synagogue a 

man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, 

Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the 

Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out 

of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, 

came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one 

another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even 

 
1 Enniss, PC. Feasting on the Word: Year b, by David L. Bartlett, Westminster John Knox Press, 2014, 

pp. 311–313.  

 



        

 

the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” (Immediately) At once his fame 

began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 

 

While Mark’s use of the word “immediately” isn’t lost, our current translation 

includes it 41 times --- that is a reduced number.  And in these translation 

selections … decisions --- we lose the raw nature of the Greek language the 

Gospel was originally written in.   We lost three to “tidy translation” decisions just 

in today’s gospel. Hearing the “call word” immediately throughout all of Mark’s 

gospel serves as a drumbeat throughout as Enniss puts it.   

 

 

A drumbeat I’m pretty certain the author intends to be closer to the alarming 

sound of our weekly tornado test siren as opposed to the gloriously raucous 

music of Mardi Gras brass bands and drumlines.  There is a sense of urgency in 

Mark’s gospel – here those listening where amazed at his teaching, which is all 

well and good --- apparently something about Jesus is beginning to break 

through to them – but they miss the immediacy of the bigger picture.   

 

In twenty verses Mark has  

John the Baptist prepare the way for Jesus,  

Jesus is baptized,  

Jesus spends forty days in the wilderness,  

returns from the wilderness to declare “the Good News,” 

and calls his first disciples –  

Within these twenty action packed verses, “tidier” translations of the word 

“immediately” were interspersed (just as, at once). 

 



        

 

It all starts with Jesus’ baptism and the heavens being “torn open” and the Spirit 

descending.  I think that’s the big message here, the heavens have been “torn 

open” and with Jesus heaven has come to life right before their eyes –  

no demonic powers,  

no unclean spirits,  

no powers that “be” will stand in way of the kingdom of heaven now that 

the heavens have been torn open.  This seems lost on those present --- they are 

amazed at his teachings,  

they seem to get he has authority, but recognizing the power of heaven walking 

among them … this one was missed.  It is this reality that Mark’s gospel sets 

about to highlight.   

 

This is the Good News that demands immediate dissemination.  In each of the 

sixteen chapters of Mark’s gospel this sense of urgency remains.  “Immediately” 

the listeners hear a total of forty-one times in these sixteen chapters like a 

drumbeat highlighting specific moments and pushing the listener on the larger 

moments that lie ahead.  Imagine what the drumbeat would sound like if all of 

the “immediately-s” were translated directly as opposed to the “tider” English 

translations offered.  What would they number then? 

 

I cannot speak for the listeners of the ancient world; I can say in my world – the 

drumbeat of Mark’s gospel can easily be overtaken by the drumbeats of 

society.  Drumbeats such as the news – be it from Fox New to MSNBC – or 

FaceBook or Twitter – or the mad rush of our daily lives many for whom requires 

working more than 40 hrs/week to survive. In the midst of all of this and more, it 

seems it’s so easy to find the call to action drumbeat Mark’s gospel offers 

drowned out by the drumbeats from the silos of our society.   

 



        

 

And suddenly the hope found Mark’s Jesus, is in danger of being drowned out 

by all the noise of our world.  This Jesus who is possessed by the Spirit of God 

when the heavens were torn open, THIS Jesus who’s come to show us a different 

way to live and a fuller way to love, a way to turn the world’s drumbeats into 

shared human heartbeats.  

 

This is what Mark’s trying to tell his listeners, the longing of humanity is already 

here, the heavens have been torn open.   

With this Jesus we have a shared humanity to bind us together in new and 

deeper ways –  

in him we have a model for how to hold our loves,  

our hopes,  

our dreams,  

and our fears   

 all of us holding all of these together.  

 

Beloved, don’t miss it – this Jesus who is possessed by the Spirit of God who in 

taking on human flesh descended  

to love us,  

to teach us,  

and remind us over and over  

of our shared common humanity. 

 

Let it stop you in your tracks,  

let it open your heart,  

let it call you to prayer,  

let it call you to offer your thanksgivings,  

and finally let it call you into action,  

over and over and over again! 



        

 

 

 

 

 

 


