
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

1313 SW D Ave Lawton, OK • Ph. 580-355-9543   

Email: admin@saintandrewslawton.org 



Lighting of Advent Candles  
First Advent Candle 

“The people who walk in darkness have seen a great light; those who live in a land of 
deep shadow, on them a light has shined.” (Isaiah 9:2) 

Almighty God, grant that the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, may so light 

our whole lives that we need never again walk in darkness. Amen.  

 

Second Advent Candle 

“There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came to bear witness to the 
coming of the light so that all might believe through him.” (John 1:6-7) 

O God, help us to be ready for the coming of your Son, the light of all who 

love him, by making room for him in our hearts. Amen.  

 

For the Third Week of Advent 

“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

Lord, we thank you for your great gift of love to us. Help us, through Jesus, 

to love you more. Amen. 
 

The Word of God 
 

Opening Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel • Hymn 56 

 



Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, 

because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and 

mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 
First Reading Isaiah 35:1-10 
The people remain seated. 
 

 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 

  and rejoice with joy and singing. 

 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

 They shall see the glory of the Lord, 

  the majesty of our God. 

 3Strengthen the weak hands, 

  and make firm the feeble knees. 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 



 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 8A highway shall be there, 

  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

 the unclean shall not travel on it, 

  but it shall be for God’s people; 

  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

 9No lion shall be there, 

  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

 they shall not be found there, 

  but the redeemed shall walk there. 

 10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 

  and come to Zion with singing; 

 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 146:4-9 
4Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, * 

  whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

 5Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 

  who keeps his promise forever; 

 6Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 

  and food to those who hunger. 

 7The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the 

blind; * 

  the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

 8The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; * 

  he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the 

wicked. 

 9The Lord shall reign forever, * 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 



Second Reading James 5:7-10 
 

7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer 
waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it 
receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen 
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble 
against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is 
standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, 
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Reading Matthew 11:2-11 
 

Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 

his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we 

to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you 

hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 

brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

  7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the 

wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? 

Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you 

go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This 

is the one about whom it is written,  

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 

than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 

he.” 
 

Reader The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Sermon Rev’d Stephanie Jenkins 
 



The Nicene Creed 
All stand. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  



Prayers of the People 
I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishop; 

for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. 

Pray for the Church. 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-

being of all people 

Pray for justice and peace. 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the hungry, the oppressed, those in prison, 

and the sick especially Al, Bill, Bob, Bobby, Candy, Caroline, Chuck, Dave, 

David, Evelyn, Helen, James, Jason, Jean, Joe, June, Katherine, LaVerne, 

Lucille, Luke, Paisley H., Pat, Rose, Russ, Ryan Family, Sherry, and Wayne; 

Pray for those in any need or trouble 
Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God. 

Pray that they may find and be found by God. 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for the departed; especially Stephen Bentley; 

Pray for those who have died. 
Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for those who serve in the military. 

Silence 
 

I ask your thanksgiving for all the blessings of this life and all those who 

are celebrating birthdays especially Maddie Flores and Tina Carpenter, and 

an anniversary for Gus & Elizabeth Fabrega; 

Silence 
 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. 

Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 

Celebrant adds a concluding collect 

 



Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 
 

Minister and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen. 
 

The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
All stand. 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

Offertory: Bourrée by JS Bach        Jeffrey & Henry Bowman 

           (the Neal’s son-in-law and grandson) 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life 
abundant. From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit 
moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and 
stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your 
image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, 
and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you 
would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of 
your love.  



And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that 
rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
 
Sanctus (for sheet music see S130 in the beginning of the blue hymnal) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
The Celebrant continues 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from 
the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you 
looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive 
and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved 
us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and 
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to 
himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time 
came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 
glorified by you. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at the table with his friends. 
He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to 
you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, 
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our 
gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your 
Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. 
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, 
the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of 
time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and 
people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of 
the world. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Fraction Anthem 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
Distribution 
 
Communion Hymn: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence • H324 

 



 
 

Post-Communion Prayer  
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 

world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 



Closing Hymn: Comfort, Comfort Ye My People • H67

 
 
Dismissal 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Announcements  

Christmas Poinsettias 

Please see the signup envelopes 

at the back of the Nave! 

Altar Flowers 

By Roy Morgan 

 
In Memory of 

Lillian C. Morgan 

Formation Opportunities 

Adult Formation – Sundays @ 9-10am 

in the classroom next to the Parish Hall 

Join us this Sunday, December 11th, as we continue to read and 

study together, Genesis Chapters 46-50. 

46 – Jacob goes to Egypt 

47 – Joseph and the Famine 

48 – Manasseh and Ephraim 

49 – Jacob Blesses His Sons – The Death of Jacob 

50 – Joseph Reassures His Brothers – The Death of Joseph 

 

Embracing Alternative Orthodoxy 

with Fr. Richard Rohr OSF 

Sundays @ 9-10am and  

Tuesdays at 12-1pm in the Fireside Room 

Join us for an introduction to the biblically grounded theology 

through the legacy of Francis. Exploring an orthodoxy lost to much 

of contemporary Christianity, embark on faith journey 

simultaneously ancient and modern. 

Upcoming Events 

December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship at 7:30pm  

January 1 – 11am gather in the Parish Hall for 

worship, brunch with bubbly drinks, and board 

games 



Church Staff & Leadership 
The Bishop of Oklahoma 
The Rt. Rev. Poulson Reed 

 
Rector 

Reverend Stephanie Jenkins 

 
Parish Treasurer 

Jimmy Lee 

 
Parish Administrator 

Alli Somerlott 

 
Nursery Attendants 

Maddie Flores 

Jamesia Burton 

  

 

Senior Warden 
 

 
Junior Warden 

Nan Mazza 

 
Vestry Members 

John Carter 

Bill Cunningham 

Blake Dutcher 

Tom Love 

Larry Neal 
 

People Serving Today 
The Service Leader 
Rev’d Stephanie Jenkins 

 
Lectors 

8:00 – Cheryl Carpenter 
10:15 Lessons – Blake Dutcher 

10:15 Psalm & Prayers – Jaime Franco 
 

Usher 
Blake Dutcher 

 
Crucifer 

Benjamin Fabrega 
 

Acolytes 
Caroline Fabrega 
Charlotte James 

Musicians 
David Gabriele – Pianist 

 
Altar Guild 
Donna Watson 
Ruth Dutcher 

Cheryl Carpenter 

 
Counters 

Blake Dutcher 
John Carter 

 
Technology 

Trent Dockstetter 
Richard Ward 

  

Stewardship Corner  
 

 
Pledge Payments & Contributions Received 

Between November 28th and December 4th - $4271.50 

       Office Hours                             Website 
  12 PM to 5 PM     12 PM to 4 PM                 saintandrewslawton.org 
Tuesday - Thursday     Friday              Instagram: @SaintAndrewsLawton 

 

Facebook: @SaintAndrewsEpiscopalChurchLawtonOklahoma 
 

 


