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Watching the glitter fall into place 
 
 
One of my favorite teaching colleagues when I taught 8th grade World Religions a few years back 
kept a few large Mason jars on her desk filled with mixture of rubbing alcohol, water, and glitter.  
She was the super chill somewhat goofy teacher many students had for their first two years as 
new students.  They loved her.  Her room in and of itself had a calming sense.  The jars of glitter 
on her desk were a perfect metaphor.  Upon occasion you would see students come in take a jar, 
turn it over and sit down to watch the glitter slowly fall.  This is actually a tool to use when 
talking about big emotions – sometimes those emotions are all shaken up often times creating 
anxiety and it can be hard to take in until we take a moment to breathe while we watch the 
glitter fall into place.  Eventually the water/emotions settle and thoughts/feeling/ideas can make 
their way into words expressed. 
 
I think Jesus in our gospel today is helping his followers watch the glitter fall into place.   
 
This is actually the 5th of 6 episodes in just one chapter seeking to assure his followers.   
 
In order  

1) Women and two “men” at the tomb 
2) The women’s announcement to the eleven 
3) Peter’s verification of the empty tomb 
4) Road to Emmaus 
5) Gathering in Jerusalem  
6) Jesus and his followers in Bethany  

 
Here they are in Jerusalem at a noisy gathering, Cleopas and his companion have just rushed 
back to share about their time with Jesus on the road to Emmaus to learn Jesus appeared to 
Peter too they are full of confusion and anxiety -- filled with fears but perhaps timid hope, 
trying to put together all of these experiences… and suddenly there he was standing in their 
midst saying, “Peace be with you,” we are told they were startled and terrified.  To which Jesus 
says “Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself.  Touch me and see …”  Still they are 
not quite sure “Have you anything to eat?” Jesus says … they offer him broiled fish, he eats it.  
Ghosts do not eat.   
 
With his tummy full, Jesus turns to teaching them, assuring them … all that has happened was to 
fulfill the Scripture.  We are told “Opened their minds to understand the scriptures.” 
 
While the storm within them remains, the glitter is beginning to fall into place. 
 
Peter’s sermons at the beginning of Acts, the second of which we heard a few moments ago, he 
is making own efforts to help “the glitter fall into place.”  First, the Holy Spirit arrives… settling 
the glitter even in its unsettledness.  The Holy Spirit seems to do that somehow.  Out of this we 
are told 3000 people responded Peter’s message with baptism.  Next (today’s reading) we see 
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Peter call on Jesus’ powers of healing.  He is very clear it is not he who heals the cripple man, but 
his faith in Jesus.  God’s child, the same God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob.  
This is a life affirming Christ, available even to those who handed him over the Pilate. 
 
Throughout all of Acts there is a sense of “watching the glitter fall” into place.  
 
It is often said, Acts is the birth of the Church, which has looked a myriad of ways over the 
centuries, and in studying church history it is easy to see places where the “Church” got off 
course, seeking power and control out anxiety.  Such is a human tendency, we are no different 
today in our postmodern world --- where church numbers declining can easily induce anxiety, 
shaking our glitter as we seek to live at peace in the world 
 
I watched a narrative thread on Facebook this week aimed at calling pastors to task to grow the 
church (numbers wise).  It had a nice list of steps for pastors … 
 
1.out front engaging people (especially visitors) in conversation as they arrive and leave.  
2. “elevator speech” – have it ready 
4. contact visitors within a day contact and arrange to coffee, lunch -- talk less, listen more.  
5. hand-written notes to thank after --remember their name.  
6. Think retail, not wholesale. You’re selling to that one person who is in front of you right now. 
Churches grow one person at a time. You’re in sales, even if you think that’s too crude of a way 
to put it. You’ve got the best “product” of all!  1 
 
Sure, these great ideas and practices, many of which we practice, of which there is always room 
for improvement --- AND very priest centered (and one of the first things you might notice about 
me as a priest is that “Fr knows best model of priesthood” is not me.)  
  
Yes, the anxiety about growing in numbers in “the Church” is real, however I think there are 
more helpful ways to think about growth.  The place to start is with spiritual growth, always 
considering the totality of all that Jesus is calling us to  

 
for we worship a  

 
“Life affirming Christ,  

a salvific healing agent who comes into our lives  
to help us transform the violent and destructive ways  

we often direct toward each other”  
(his death is the ultimate revelation of the shadow side of free will).    

“Jesus teaches us another pathway,  
a pathway of peace and understanding ---  

 
1 Benhase, Scott Anson. “Log into Facebook.” Facebook, 9 Apr. 2021, https://www.facebook.com/scott.a.benhase.  
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this gift of salvation is not a personal possession”  
(or my personal LORD or Jesus)  

“but something we share with others  
as we live out our lives as God’s transformational representatives  
in creation “(which God is constantly creating and recreating) 2 

 
I recognize this understanding might require time to allow glitter to settle for some;  
 
I believe though it’s calling us into deeper ways of aspiring to walk the talk, an ever-increasing 
demand our postmodern American culture, rightly has placed in its “religious institutions.”    This 
was a mouth full, “transform the violent and destructive ways we often direct toward each 
other” (his death is the ultimate revelation of the shadow side of free will).  “Jesus teaches us 
another pathway.” 
 
What does that different pathway look like practically in our everyday lives? 
 
Bishop Steven Charleston, offers us “Twelve Things I Have Learned So Far”: 
 
You do not always have to be right  
 Language to practice this with …  

(thank you for correcting me. I didn’t realize that –  
I hadn’t thought of it like that --- I understand now 
I was wrong about that and I’ve changed my mind 
I should do more research before I argue this point) 

People can change  
Loss comes to us all, but so does grace 
We can disagree and still be together  
Kindness is the greatest treasure I have to give away  
We are all healed even if it does not happen on our timeline 
Imagination is a form of prayer  
I own nothing  
Life is full of sacred signs if only we look to see them  
The ancestors are real  
Not all of my friends and mentors are human 
Now is eternal and it is my home. 3 

 

2 Baker-Fletcher, Karen. Feasting on the Word, by David Lyon Bartlett, Westminster John Knox Press, 2015, pp. 406–410.  

 

3 Charleston, Bishop Steven. “Log into Facebook.” Facebook, 9 Apr. 2021, 
www.facebook.com/bishopstevencharleston/posts/297570478400959.  
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When we as a Church or community routinely practice these “Twelve Things I Have Learned So 
Far,” transformation happens – our hearts and our minds have a pathway to turn from our 
shadow sides and we can join God in creating and recreating the world around us.  We can be it 
within ourselves, with each other, as an institution, and a culture.   
 
Good news … It is already here!  You can sense it present within this community.  There is a 
collective spirit present!   
 
Let’s grow it --- deepen it!! 
 
My invitation to you, pick one or two of the list above that speaks to you (perhaps a simple one 
and a more challenging one).  Pray with it this week (being aware of this counts as a beginning to 
praying by the way!).  Be curious about it!  Try engaging with it in a different way.  Allow it 
reorient your world view.  Is there a specific verse or story from our sacred scripture that 
connect to the statement? 
 
AND … practice, practice, practice, as we watch the glitter begin to or further fall into place.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


